[E] 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “It is not for this reason [that the curses are 
not interrupted]. Rather, this one who stands up to read in the Torah 
has to begin with a good message and conclude with a good message, 
[and so he cannot stop in the middle of the curses].” 


[F] R. Levi bar Paseti asked R. Huna, “As to the curses, what is the 
law on having one person read them and say the blessing before 
and after them?” 


[G] He said to him, “You have no pericope in the entire Torah in 
which there must be a blessing before and afterward except the 
pericopae of the curses in the Torah of the Priests [Leviticus] and 
the curses in the Repetition of the Torah [Deuteronomy]. [These 
require a blessing fore and after.]” 


[H] R. Jonathan, scribe of Guptah, came down here. He saw Bar 
Abuna, the scribe, reading the Song at the Well [Num. 
21:17ff.] and saying a blessing before it and after it. He said to 
him, “And do they do it that way?” 


[I] He said to him, “Are you still in doubt in this matter? All songs 
[in the Pentateuch] require saying a blessing before and after 
them.” 


[J] When the question was addressed to R. Simon, R. Simon 
said to him in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “You have no 
passage that requires the saying of a blessing before and 
afterwards except for the Song at the Sea, the Ten 
Commandments, the curses that are in Leviticus, and the 
curses that are in Deuteronomy.” 


[K] Said R. Abbahu, “I have not heard that tradition. But it 
appears to me proper that the Ten Commandments [should 
receive a blessing].” 


[L] R. Yosé R. Bun [said], “The last eight verses in the 
Book of Deuteronomy require the saying of a blessing 
before and after them.” 


[M] If that is not the case, the one who begins and 
completes the reading of the entire Torah will not say a 
blessing before and after it [cf. M. 4:1-3]. 


[N] It is necessary to raise the question to deal with a new 
moon that coincided with the Sabbath. 


